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Religion and Gun Violence

This Resource Page provides Data, Congregational Resources, and Policy positions of
numerous churches and religious organizations related to the Consortium. We welcome
suggestions for additional resources, as religious communities across America respond in
witness, love and justice to recent mass shootings. (December 2012)

Snapshot of Religious Attitudes toward Gun Violence:

“Robert Jones at the Public Religion Research Institute looked at a religion
breakdown of 2011 ABC News/Washington Post survey question on views on
gun control.

When asked if they favored or opposed stricter gun control laws, the most
support for stricter laws came from black Protestants (71%) Catholics (59%)
and the unaffiliated (55%). But solid opposition was expressed by white
evangelical Protestants (60% ). Only mainline Protestants were more divided
(47% favor, 51% oppose).”

From “Faith and Reason” USA Today July, 2012




What do you think is the most important thing that could
be done to prevent mass shootings from occurring in the
United States?

M Stricter gun control
laws and enforcement

B Better mental health
screening and support

B Stricter security
measures for public
gatherings

Allow more private
citizens to carry guns
for protection

B Put more emphasis on
God and morality in
school and society

" Other/Don't know/
Refused

Source: Public Religion Research Institute, PRRIJRNS Religion News Survey, August 2012 (N=1,006)

See the Poll from Public Religion Research Institute Link Related Article Link

In Response to Recent Shootings (December 2012)

Catholic Leaders Express Support Link
Dean of National Cathedral Sermon: Link
Episcopal Response to Newton, CT shootings Link

Clergy Respond to School Shooting Link


http://publicreligion.org/research/2012/08/august-2012-prri-rns-survey/
http://archives.religionnews.com/culture/social-issues/Poll-Religious-groups-divided-on-gun-control-but-united-against-guns-in-c
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/church-leaders-express-prayers-condolences-over-sandy-hook-shooting/
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/worship/sermonTexts/grh20121216.shtml
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2012/12/17/church-continues-to-keep-sandy-hook-victims-in-thoughts-prayers/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/14/prayer-vigil-school-shooting-newtown-connecticut_n_2302637.html

Study Guides and Worship Resources for Congregations and Local
Communities:

“What Your Church Can Do about Gun Violence” (Baptist Peace Fellowship) Link

“Preventing Gun Violence” Study Guide (Mennonite): Link

“Gun Violence, Gospel Values” Study Guide, Presbyterian Church (USA): Link
“Gun Violence Prevention Worship Resources” (PCUSA): Link
“A Litany on the Tragedy of Gun Violence” Link

“Supporting Those who Grieve”: Link
Hymns on Gun Violence and Peace (ecumenical): Link
“God not Guns Worship Guide” (The Brady Center) Link

“Overcoming Violence” Study Guide, United Church of Christ: Link

Church and Denominational Positions on Gun
Violence:

African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church:

Social Action Commission Link

AME Resolution (2012) Link

Baptist Churches:

Alliance of Baptists Resolution (2012): Link Related Article (2012) Link
Progressive National Baptists: Call for Ban on Assault Weapons: Link
Southern Baptist Convention, Article 2012: Link

ABP News articles

Guns a pro-life issue. (2012) Link
Guns in Sunday School? (2011) Link



http://www.sitemason.com/files/dffLFe/gun%20violence%20monograph.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&ved=0CEEQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwashington.mcc.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fguide_gunviolence.pdf&ei=TdbOUL2RA6qx0QGZ9YH4Bw&usg=AFQjCNHgUYYzVGGZ5e5I5wboIcf4xjvr4w&bvm=bv.1355325884,d.dmQ
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/gun-violence-gospel-values-mobilizing-response-god/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/gun-violence-worship-resources/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/litany-tragedy-gun-violence/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/grief-loss/
http://actsoffaith.org/Acts_of_Faith_Year_C/acts_faith_Year_C_Part_2/gun_violence_hymns.html
http://www.bradynetwork.org/site/DocServer/SabathGuide_08.pdf?docID=941
http://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/pdfs/just-peace/overcoming-violence-bible-study.pdf
http://www.ame-sac.com/
http://www.ame-sac.com/ame_aurora_shooting.pdf
http://www.sitemason.com/files/jp0pri/StatementAgainstGunViolence2012.pdf
http://www.abpnews.com/ministry/organizations/item/7298-alliance-takes-aim-at-gun-deaths
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Progressive-National-Baptist-Convention/306740159971
http://sbcbaptistpress.org/bpnews.asp?id=13370
http://www.abpnews.com/opinion/commentaries/item/7678-life-assault-weapons-and-consistency#.UNB_jaVBSfQ
http://www.abpnews.com/opinion/item/6180-gunfight-at-the-ok-sunday-school-class?#.UNB_caVBSfQ

Church of the Brethren:

“Take Action to Prevent Gun Violence” (2011) Link

Action letter to representatives: Link
Episcopal Church:

Bishop of Chicago Speaks Out (2012) Link

Episcopal Peace Fellowship: Link
Lutheran:

ELCA statement on “Community Violence” (1994): Link

Article “Swords, Plowshares and Guns in Church” (2010): Link
Mennonite:

“Faith-based Approaches to Gun-Violence Prevention” Link
Methodist:

United Methodist Church Resolution (2012) Link

“Gun Violence: United Methodist Church,” 2000, 2008: Link
Presbyterian:

Presbyterian Church USA Summary of Positions: Link

Resources on Preventing Gun Violence (PCUSA): Link

Roman Catholic:
“Confronting a Culture of Violence”: U.S. Bishop’s Pastoral Letter (1994): Link
“Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration” (USCCB, 2000) Link
Article on Church'’s position (2011): Link

Jesuits: Article (2012) Link

United Church of Christ: Link


http://www.brethren.org/advocacy/documents/action-alert-2011-02-03.pdf
https://secure2.convio.net/cob/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=113&JServSessionIdr004=u5xmpey952.app246b
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/our-stories/2012/12/12/bishop-lees-statement-concealed-carry-ban-decision
http://epfnational.org/what-about-guns/
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Community-Violence.aspx
http://www.thelutheran.org/article/article.cfm?article_id=369
http://www.mcc.org/FearNot/communities/davidgoliath
http://www.kintera.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=frLJK2PKLqF&b=8283581&ct=12085965
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=4951419&ct=6869501
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/101/gun-control/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/trigger/resources/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/magisterium/cultureofviolence.htm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/crime-and-criminal-justice.cfm
http://www.uscatholic.org/news/2011/01/gun-control-church-firmly-quietly-opposes-firearms-civilians
http://www.loyno.edu/jsri/changing-script-starting-point-reducing-gun-violence
https://secure3.convio.net/ucc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=733

Ecumenical Resources:

Christian Century: “Can We Talk about Guns”
(2012) Link

“Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence” (National coalition): Link
Faiths United Letter to Congress (2011): Link
Heeding God'’s Call (Ecumenical coalition in PA, MD, DC): Link
National Council of Churches of Christ:
Join Interfaith Call to End Gun Violence (2000) Link
Resolution and Call to Action: “Ending Gun Violence” Link
North Carolina Council of Churches: “How Long Shall [ Cray Oh Lord” Link
Pennsylvania Council of Churches: Resolution to Prevent Gun Violence Link
Reform Judaism:
Central Conference American Rabbis Resolution (1999) : Link
Reform Judaism General Assembly Resolution (1999) Link
Article (2011): “Gun Control vs. Gun Rights” Link
Article (2012): Jews and Guns Link

Religion News Service “Is Gun Control a Religious Issue” Link

Public Resources:
The Brady Center to Prevent GunViolence: Link
God not Guns Worship Guide: Link

CDC “First Reports Evaluating the Effectiveness of Strategies



http://www.christiancentury.org/blogs/archive/2012-07/can-we-talk-about-guns
http://faithsagainstgunviolence.org/
http://fcnl.org/issues/weapons/faiths_united_to_prevent_gun_violence_a_letter_to_congress/
http://www.heedinggodscall.org/content/faith-communities-partnering-against-gun-violence
http://www.ncccusa.org/news/00news27.html
http://www.ncccusa.org/NCCpolicies/gunviolence.pdf
http://actsoffaith.org/Acts_of_Faith_Year_C/acts_faith_Year_C_Part_2/gun_violence_quotes.html
http://www.pachurchesadvocacy.org/index_files/Page2451.htm
http://ccarnet.org/rabbis-speak/resolutions/all/gun-violence-ending/
http://urj.org/about/union/governance/reso/?syspage=article&item_id=1982
http://www.thejewishweek.com/features/street_torah/gun_control_vs_gun_rights
http://www.jewishideasdaily.com/4797/features/jews-and-guns/
http://archives.religionnews.com/culture/social-issues/is-gun-control-a-religious-issue
http://www.bradycenter.org/advocates/faith
http://www.bradynetwork.org/site/DocServer/SabathGuide_08.pdf?docID=941

Preventing Violence: Firearms Laws” Link

Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (a network of scientific,
professional, religious and community organizations) Link

Huffington Post “God, Guns, and the Church” (2012): Link

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health:
“The Case for Gun Policy Reforms in America” (2012) Link

Public Religion Research Institute:
Poll on Religious Groups and Guns (2012) Link

Violence Policy Center “Murder-Suicide” Study (2002): Link

Updated December 2012


http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5214a2.htm
http://www.csgv.org/about-us/member-organizations
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-chuck-currie/god-guns-and-the-church-the-darkest-valley_b_1693572.html
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50192/images/Case%20for%20Gun%20Policy%20Reforms%20Final%20with%20Embargo.pdf
http://publicreligion.org/research/2012/08/august-2012-prri-rns-survey/
http://www.vpc.org/studies/amertrend.htm

